3 August
wallington house
Sir Charles Trevelyan has announced that he intends to
bequeath his estate in Northumberland—Wallington House—
to the National Trust, so that at his death it shall become
private property secure from disruption and dispersion. The
house is 250 years old and of great architectural interest, and
contains a valuable collection of china and pictures and a
library collected by Macaulay and Sir George Otto Trevelyan.
In his statement Sir Charles said: "By pure chance I own
Wallington. I regard myself solely as a trustee for the com-
munity, and I have been putting back into the estate, during the
seven years I have been here, all, and more than all, I have
ever drawn from it in rents. But I can have no guarantee that
in the future there might not come owners of Wallington
who might want to make money out of the land again—who
might no longer want to keep Wallington House and grounds
open to the wider public who now so much and so increasingly
appreciate it.
"; My other motive of action will be understood by many who
have no sympathy with my Socialism. Great houses like this,
and the great estates round them, are part of an order of society
which is passing away. Taxation, both income-tax and death-
duties, make their continuance practically impossible. I doubt
if any successor to me inheriting Wallington could himself
afford to live here, and quite certainly his successor could not
do so without selling most of the estate. Wallington would go
the way you have seen many country houses go in the last few
years. None of you would want that. I believe also that all of
you would wish the treasures of Wallington to be preserved
here intact, and that the Trevelyans should stay here to care for
the place which means so much to them.
'There are four things which I want to ensure:
"(i) That the control of the estate and the enjoyment of its
surplus values should no longer be in private hands.
"(2) That Wallington, its grounds, and its valuable contents
should be accessible for all time to the people, and should never
pass into selfish or unsympathetic ownership.
"(3) That the Wallington estate should not be broken up.
"(4) That the connection of my family with Wallington
should not be severed."
Sir Charles explained his intentions at a garden-party to
people living on the estate.
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